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Lt Pirimi Pererika Tahiwi
e troops (at left with sword)
R ay R past, Wellington1915

"Remarkable to think, that for the first
history, all the tribes are united to fight one com

"Observing the men in training, an old Maori chief commented,
'Oh, if I only had this army of men under me,
| could conquer New Zealand"'

Diary excerpt of Rikihana Carkeek

Letter from Uncle Bim (Pirimi Tahiwi) to Bunny (Rikihana Carkeek)
images courtesy Rupene Waaka
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tai pari high tide @ rewmoon  yg@ify Paimutunga good fishing '& good planting {cover) NZ Mative Contingent The King's Colour (cover) awarded 1919 by King George \ to the NZ Pioneer Maori Battalion
am pm L stk —_ ) i HE depart aboard 55 Warimoo symbolises ‘the honour of the battalion, and the blood of soldiers killed and wounded in battle’
P ;-. = > He autaiz fairfishing vy fair planting Felf 91150-F o
) fullmooa Y ebruary 1915. 1/2-0 . s v 2 .
Lo _ . . Ak Turtibll Libisiy The name of Te Hokowhitu-a-Tii signifying the 140 warriors of the war god, Timatauenga,
| Timotimo kare poor fishing poor planting was given by Wi Pere, an East Coast rangatira. The crest bore two traditional Maori weapons, the
all fishing times & tides relate to the ﬂmkwgpiﬁ Coast region taiaha and tewhatewha, crossed through a crown.  National Archives, Wellington
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Otaki members of the Native Contingent in Camp, Avondale 1914

identified: Hema Whata Hakaraia (left at front) Rikihana Carkeek (Bunny) (seated 2nd left) Being fewer in numbers than a battalion, raised doubts as to whether losses could be
Henare Kima Tahiwi (front 3rd right) his brother, Pirimi Pererika Tahiwi (3rd right 2nd row) sustained by a a race making a brave struggle to survive, and the Native Contingent
Jack Ropata (back row 5th right) and Putu (Boogie) Climie (standing 3rd right middle row) became a pioneer battalion to provide skilled labour for NZ Expeditionary Forces.
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| Te Whakaminenga o Kapiti

Te Hokowhiti-a-Tu: a coming of age?
an essay by Dr Monty Soutar military historian
New Zealands Great War



Pirimi Pererika Tahiwi
Ngati Raukawa

aaster at Otaki Native College
AIPBIBEknin 1913, enlisted as

Henare Kima Tahiwi
Ngati Raukawa
WWI and WWII

A representative in the original 1910 NZ Maori rugby team, From aboard the 55 Warimoo, UncieSiaihrote

enlisted in October 1914 with the Native Contingent and
embarked for Egypt 14 February 1915 aboard SS Warimoo.

" We've put together a band aboard ship.
We got the instruments in Wellington.

2 euphoniums, 1 baritone

2 tenor horns, 2 trombones, 2 E flat basses

images courte T,
Henare joined the charge on Sari Bair, Gallipoli, led by his sY Tahiwi whanay

brother Pirimi, between 5-7 August 1915. In the lull on the 2drums, 2 1st cornets and 2 2nd cornets.
7th Pirimi was wounded and evacuated. After the capture Lieutenants Stainton and Tahiwi
and loss of Chunuk Bair between 8 -10 August, Henare was musical directors and joint conductor.”
also wounded and evacuated.
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aboard 55 Warrimoo, Uncle Bim 2nd right 2nd row

Tahiwi CD label, Henare and sisters Weno and Hinehouw.
In the 1930° Henare and his sisters went to Australia and
recorded several songs. images courtesy Tahiwi whanau




In the August 6 offensive on Sari Bair, the Native Contingent led Gallipoli
by Captains Pirimi Tahiwi and Roger Dansey mounted a silent
night attack with rifle butt and bayonet only. Anxious watchers
within the Anzac perimeter could follow the story of their success
by the battle cry of Te Rauparaha as each trench was taken.

Mounting casualties and the need for reinforcements on

the Gallipoli Peninsula forced a change in imperial policy

on 'native peoples' fighting. The Native Contingent landed at
ANZAC Cove on 3 July 1915.

From their base at NO1 QUTPOST on North Beach,

£ soon known as the Maori P3,
) ra communication trench 8ft deep
f *o carry two stretchers
4 \ge to the Coast.
k|
The capture of Chunuk Bair (the h‘ighes"“ QF"" : B S o
the Peninsular) was one of the few succe: ] .
offensive.For the remainder of the attack & “



rahina
monday

ratu
tuesday

whiringa-a-nukuoctober

raapa
wednesday

rapare

thursday

rahoroi
saturday

ramere
friday

08:1320:36 vl >R

1

02:29 14:57

OO

2

03;331;:03 vhe v& D | o447 1%:25 e ‘

3

HOON

06:02 18:38

-

07:12 19:41

MNOON

e

l 09:06 21:25  vie @R

13

RO

01:06 13:30  vie

14

500 MOOH 1800
01:51 14:18  vie >@R

02:42 15:12

9

| 03:40 16:17

10 11

HOOM 1800 |

11:2223:39 v |

12:05  vlie

12

ROON

00:22 12:47 vie

18

20

NOON

07:52 20:13

21

e

08:36 20:52

22

09:15 21:28

ROON

23

09:50 22:03

ROON

e

19

NOOH

1 B:00 NOON 1R00 6010 ROON 0
102522:38 oiv>@e @ 10502314 o @R

L

afn
-

D

27

28

29

30

31

06:59 19:28

4 1"1

‘ NOOH 800 600 HOON ROCH 18100 MOOH OO

12:14 e 00:35 12:57 Al 01:23 13:46 e ‘ 02:18 14:45 =g 03:21 15:52 - D |
MARAMATAKA tai pari hightide @ newmoon » Pai mutunga good fishing ’¢’ good planting Looking down on ANZAC COVE Gallipoli from Walkers Maori Contingent at No 1 Outpost, Gallipoli 1915
ar | % x Ridge. Courtesy R'W Anderson Image James Read ef: 1/4-058101-F Alexander Turnbull Libra
am 1 = . g sy a y
ampm @ 1% G leouuistirshing  wh fairplanting - o o
[ L full moan ' Artist's view of Maori soldiers in action at Gallipoli
}sana&mmmm ] 'E fast ¥ Ti o kare poor fishing poor planting 1915-1916 Ref: PAColl-D-0870 Alexander Turnbull Library

httpsfwww.armymuseum.conz/kiwis-at-war/voices-from-the-past/fa-gallipoli-soldier-remembered/

all fishing times & tides relate to the Gtaki/Kapiti Coast region
_JCaptain Pirimi Pererika Tahiwi { for profile)

 Te Whakamingnga o Kagiti




Rikihana Carkeek
Ngati Raukawa

P:' q'l—_';

-

Wounded at Gallipoli, he attained the rank of second lieutenant
in 1919 after being nominated for officer training at Cambridge.
He served for a time as batman to Captain Peter Te Rangihiroa
Buck. Twice decorated, his diary has been published by his family.
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with Harry Jacob of Ngati Huia
images courtesy Carkeek whanau

Battle of Sari Bair August 7th (diary excerpt)

"Men were lying about in the hundreds waiting to be taken off to
the hospital ships and the wounded were still coming down from
the scene of operations, some crawling along and others carried
down on stretchers. It was an awful sight”

The next day, Carkeek was himself shot in the neck on Sari Bair.
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Ramembe=d win Honour
Churesk Eair (Mew Zealand] Memorial

Pahia Ropata 16.199 Pte. Jack Ropata 16.501 Pte.
Killed in Action Wounded at Gallipoli
Chunuk Bair, Gallipoli

6 August 1915

inscription -

The Gallipoli Medallions are awarded

in sincere appreciation of loyal service

rendered in the Dardenelles Campaign
of 1915

Jerry (Herehere) Ropata 16.291 Pte. Wounded at Gallipoli

Pahia, Herehere (Jerry) and Jack (Ropata Ngamoana Tutere) were brothers.
They were the sons of Ropata Tangahoe and Metapere Parata.

Ngati Raukawa, Ngati Toa Rangatira, Te Ati Awa

images courtesy Rawhiti Higgot / Ropata whanau
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Forming The NZ Pioneer Battalion
1916

Of the 16 officers and 461 rank and file
of the Maori Contingent,
60 alone remained by September 1915.

When ANZAC was evacuated in December
1915, sick and wounded increased the
number to 2 officers and 132 men.

The NZ Pioneer Battalion was formed in February 1916
from the decimated remnants of the Maori Contingent
and the Otago Infantry Battalion, reduced to a squadron of 100.

0 May 1916 The Pioneers arrived in the combat zone of
igres to run the Divisional Trench Warfare School.

e first unit of the NZ Division to
O orking in relays under
R Sanications trenches

At Messines June 1917, the ™€ I [ TI

linking Messines Ridge to the existing
communications trenches for ammunition, st@
bringing out the wounded, extending light railway i
and making road and bridge repairs.

known as Turk

"The Maori Pioneer Battalion was held in awe for their
legendary work on the Somme and at Messine. It seems
ironic that New Zealanders had to go all that way to find
out about themselves and one another.”
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Te Hokowhiti -a-Ta  Christopher Pugsley military historian
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On the way home . _ ' .

February 1919 at Sligg Camp, England, it was reported that:

A party of Maori about 20 or30 strong have just broken into our canteen, stolen a 36 gallon cask'of Ale

and are now rolling it towards the Amesbury Road ... Some of them have pistols and-are covering their

retirement down the road. Our men are very much disturbed and are turning out.”

The Battalion finally sailed for home on the Westmoreland in March 1919.

.

Matariki ahunga nui
Matariki hunga nui

A time of assembly for the people

in the beginning. ..

Our connection to the land some say, began with the stars
and the heavens. Matariki has been and still is, a time to
remember the past and a time to restore faith and hope
for the future.

Traditional Maori lore tells of creation from lo Matua Te Kore
(lo parent of the nothingness) to Te Ao Marama (the world of
light).

Matariki is deeply embedded in Maori culture, acknowledged
and revived through art, song, proverbs, stories and
genealogy.

4!«9 othegmeaples around the world, Maori looked to the
2avens @ ed the travel pattern of the stars and knew

their rising™swd®etting m@ingseasonal change.
N

The appearance-of Matariki tept%d hgwy te prepare the
land. If Matariki appeared clear and :Q.P)e a
would be warm and the harvest plentiful. If blugfed

ther
%ah
the weather would be cold and the harvest poor. ]

“Nga kai a Matariki, nana i ao ake ki runga”

Matariki scoops up the food, signifying the neccessity of
planning and preserving food for the winter.

This whakatauki (proverbial saying) reminds us that the work
should be completed by the time Matariki rises in late May
or June,



maramatakalunar calendar

whiro begins the day after a new moon on a pakeha calendar
rakaunul  begins the day after a full moon on a pakeha calendar

whiro the moon enters a new phase atua whakahaehae not a good day for planting food or fishing

tirea reasonably good night for crayfishing, eeling and oturu a good day for bobbing eel,
planting a good du',, for fishing and for planting food from midday
to sundown

very good day for eeling, crayfishing, planting kumara
and sowing any seed rakaunui av
a

/ for establishing tuber beds, planting food
rakaumatohi a very good day for fishing but not eeling,

ow vigorously

[T <
D
45}
[ =1
=)
oo
i |
~
[/
w0

okoro aRg food, fish are restless

oy Faii takirau (faintly visible) the moon is hazy, food is bountiful but small in size
{4 R oike not a good day for fishing or planting food

tamatea-a-ngana eels are voraciO™e korekore te whiawhia an unproductive night on the shore, winds sweep the

a good day for planting Tem seas

but beware of fog and foaming not a fruitful night, food is scarce but await the turn of

tamatea 3i0 eel, fish and kumara are abundant but smalt the tide
a productive day for collecting shelifish,

- from midday to sundown
fishermen beware!

erID{' for taking eel,
tamatea-whakapaua favourable day for planting from morning to midday, ost foods are plentiful

not very good for fishing

tangaroa-a-mua | ishing and eeling

ariroa a disagreeable day, one for marking time tangaroa-a-roto

huna do not plant food. not a good day for fishing,

g tangaroa-whakapau
eel and crayfish are wary 9 P

_ , L tangaroa-a-kiokio ag ay for
mawharu a most favorable day for planting food. kumara are s eei irans
large, but rot quickly, a good day for fishing, a good
night for trapping crayfish and eel otdne a good day for fishing, eeling and crayfishil
= R e a reasonably good day for planting food
ohua a very good day for planting food
dgrongonui a very ;Jrctilnﬂ;ive day for planting food,
fishing and eelirig
e i e ; newmom - il Paimutunga good fling e good planing mauri not a productive day, food is scarce, fish are restless
e A and tun tail
FISHING & PLANTING BY THEMOON © s L. mutuwhenua unproductive day and night the moon has diminished

all fishing times & tides relate to the Otaki/Kapiti Coast region
Te Whakaminenga o Kapiti acknowledges Ocean Fun Publishing
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and the world is now in total darkness




We greet the First Contingent
From the North Island

From the South Island

From the four coasts

Itis you

The five hundred

The warriors

of Tumatauenga
You fell in Egypt

In Gallipoli

And | am bereft with sorrow

And pain.__
A verse from the well known war song composed by Ta Apirana Nagata

for the return of the Maori Pioneer Battzlion

image cemetery on the Somme
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