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Rarotongan men volunteered for WWI service and became part of the 3rd Māori Contingent and also formed the 11th Māori 
Contingent Reinforcements. 
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in the beginning . . . 

our connection to the land some say, began with the 
stars and the heavens.  Matariki has been and still is, a 
time to remember the past and a time to restore faith 
and hope for the future.  

Traditional Māori lore tells of creation from Io Matua Te 
Kore (Io parent of the nothingness) to Te Ao Marama 
(the world of light).   
 
Matariki is deeply embedded in Māori culture, 
acknowledged and revived through art, song, proverbs, 
stories and genealogy.

Like other peoples around the world, Māori looked to 
the heavens and noted the travel pattern of the stars 
and knew their rising and setting meant seasonal 
change.

The appearance of Matariki determined how to prepare 
the land.  If Matariki appeared clear and bright, the 
weather would be warm and the harvest plentiful.  If 
blurred and hazy, the weather would be cold and the 
harvest poor.

“Ngā kai a Matariki, nāna i ao ake ki runga” 
 
Matariki scoops up the food, signifying the neccessity of 
planning and preserving food for the winter.   
 
This whakatauki (proverbial saying) reminds us that the 
work should be completed by the time Matariki rises in 
late May or June.

Matariki ahunga nui 
Matariki hunga nui 
 
A time of assembly for the people
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