
 

 

OIR: 2425/1154 
 
23 October 2024 
 

 
 

 
 

Tēnā koe ,  
 
Request for Information under the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 (the Act) (the LGOIMA) 
 
Thank you for your email of 9 October 2024 requesting the following information: 
 
1. Send me any available documentation from stage one or two of the Council's 

Freedom camping policy review, especially information regarding any 
proposed changes to the current freedom camping policy and / or bylaws.  
 
Stage 1 - Early engagement, evidence gathering & analysis; report back on issues 
 
Through this link Presentations to Council - Kāpiti Coast District Council 
(kapiticoast.govt.nz) you will find copies of presentations about the review process 
and evidence gathering and analysis: 

• Review of the Freedom Camping Policy 2012: Open briefing presentation to 
Councillors – 20 February 2024. 

• Freedom Camping Policy Review Update: Presentation to Paraparaumu 
Community Board – 7 May 2024 (repeated to all other community boards during 
May 2024).  

• Identifying and understanding drivers, pressures and issues, and 
opportunities for freedom camping in Kāpiti: Workshop-style briefing with 
presentation and accompanying A3 pages (attached with this letter) - 25 June 
2024.  

 
Stage 2 – Bylaw analysis; developing draft options for consultation 
 
A recent briefing to Council on 15 October 2024 entitled Freedom Camping Policy 
Review - Issues and Options and need for Bylaw includes a presentation which 
will be available via the above link and primarily focussed on analysis relating to a 
potential bylaw. 
 
A further briefing to Council on issues and options is scheduled for 26 November 
2024. 
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2. And can also please let me know the dates and submission information 
in respect of the public consultation as part of KCDC's freedom camping 
policy review. 

 
We recently reviewed the progressing the freedom camping policy review, to 
enable further analysis to be progressed. Unfortunately, the dates currently on 
our website are yet to be changed but will be updated shortly. 
 
I can confirm that we are scheduled to go to Council for ‘Approval to consult’ 
on 16 February 2025. Consultation material including a Statement of Proposal 
and proposed changes will be available as part of the agenda the Friday before 
this meeting at:  
https://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/council/meetings/council-meetings/meetings-
and-agendas/ 
 
Subject to Council’s decision, consultation will occur soon after. Consultation 
will run for a month and invite submissions on the proposed changes.  
 

 
Ngā mihi,  
 

 
Kris Pervan 
Group Manager Strategy and Growth  
Te Kaihautū Rautaki me te Tupu    
 
 
 





TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES  
While not part of the policy (or bylaw), how we might provide for freedom camping is a key input for promoting tourism more broadly 

 

 

ATTRACTING FREEDOM CAMPERS TO THE KC 
 

• Kāpiti Destination Management Plan objective to increase visitor nos. 

• Could be achieved through: 
➢ hosting visitors longer (especially off-peak) &/or more sites 
➢ sites close to tourism attractions, CWB, eateries etc. to encourage $ 
➢ some sites at quieter locations  
➢ enabling non-self-contained FC 
➢ facilities & amenities (incl. third party providers)  
➢ gain “Motorhome Friendly” town status (NZMCA initiative) 
➢ further supporting infrastructure e.g. dump stations etc.  
➢ good user info available on websites & apps on local services, 

amenities, attractions & events. 
 

 

CAMPGROUND INITIATIVES 
 

• FC tourism can be supported by:  
➢ more commercial campgrounds (currently only 2) 
➢ Mana whenua – potential for private or joint initiatives 
➢ NZMCA – have interest in purchasing/leasing land for member-only 

use, such as at Plimmerton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BECOME A MOTORHOME FRIENDLY (MHF) TOWN 
 

• Currently 58 other towns have this designation. 

• To meet definition of NZMCA MFH town, must have:  
➢ legally compliant Freedom Camping bylaw 
➢ a public dump station 
➢ access to potable water & refuse 

& recycling 
➢ access to medical facilities 
➢ vicinity to shops & service areas 

 
 
 
 

 

USER PAYS SUPPORT AMENITIES 
 

• Potential to invest in supporting infrastructure & charge for its use to 
recover costs over the longer term e.g. though KiwiCamp/Kiwicash or to 
simply charge for parking in prime locations. 

 

 
 
 

Question: To what extent do we want to support freedom camping in our district? 
 









 

–  

WHERE PEOPLE FREEDOM CAMP - OPPORTUNITIES 
 

STOCK TAKE OF KCDC LAND WITH A FREEDOM CAMPING LENS 
 

• Policy is not consistent with legislation as FCA permits FC anywhere (as per its 
definition) unless it is restricted or prohibited through a bylaw.  
➢ need to relook at Council land with a FC lens and determine what is appropriate. 

   

• Sites can only be restricted or prohibited to: 
– protect the area 
– protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area 
– protect access to the area 

 

• Following an initial stock take using the above FCA criteria, further assessment is 
being undertaken with iwi partners for cultural/iwi/hapu perspectives and an 
internal working group for pragmatic and existing issue awareness perspectives, and 
future thinking around e.g. climate impacts. 

 

 

NON-SELF-CONTAINED FC SITE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

• Through site assessment process, sites that may be 
suitable for non-self-contained vehicle FC will also be 
identified i.e. where suitable amenities already exist or 
where there is potential for amenity development in 
future. 

 
 

 

EXAMPLE OF SITE ASSESSMENT IN INITIAL STOCKTAKE REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LINK TO RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLANS 
 

• Council’s RMPs are being reviewed alongside the FC 
policy review/bylaw development for consistency of site 
permissions around camping.  

 
 

 
 

Question: What other practical considerations are important for assessing FC sites? 





COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENTAL & SITE SPECIFICS - OPPORTUNITIES 
 

IMPROVE AMENITIES & BASIC FACILITIES 
 

• Upgrade dump station facilities 

• Provide potable water 

• Waste minimisation - better/more convenient recycling and rubbish 
disposal 

• Upgrade toilets and increase servicing at peak times 

 
 

 

Ōtaki Dump Station 

 

CREATE A MORE USER FRIENDLY CAMPING SITE 
 

• Line-mark designated sites 

• Mark out wider/longer designated parking spaces for larger vehicles 

• Improve signage and content of information about: 
o dump stations and public amenities 
o local attractions and events 
o water quality and swimming safety guidelines 

 

 
 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE CONNECTIONS 
 

• Connections to the local environment e.g. NZMCA greenfund 
opportunities – supporting local restoration groups 

• Supporting local  

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE LOCAL’S EXPERIENCE 
 

• Permit system 
o Nohoanga – mahinga kai (seasonal harvesting) 
o Seasonal camping only at some sites i.e. for peak period 
o Free but need to register for site 
o Online system e.g. Horowhenua DC – can book up to 4 weeks in 

advance 

• Gisborne District Council has restricted seasonal camping areas set in 
their Freedom Camping bylaw. 

 

 

Question: Are there any other opportunities to consider? 




